
THE A N T I - S L A V E It Y BUGLE.
MR. GIDDINGS TO MR. BENTON.

Hon. Tnoxu II. Binton Sir In the report
of yoor lectwre on "Saving the Union," reoently
delivered in New England end New l'oik," you are
represented saying i "The Constitution of the
United State et out villi the declaration that
'tlapel ar property.'" Thnt view of our Consti-tutio- n

it certainly Important. If correct.it should
be underatood and admitted by Northern men t if
incorreot, it should bo promptly mot and ex- -

The doctrine that mnn. bearing tho imae? of
hie God, immortal in his hopes nud aspirations,
can be transformed into property, changed frjm
the human to the brute creation, ia repugnant to
the judgement ol mankind ; opposed to the teach-
ing of nature and of revelation ; in direct con-

tradiction to the intentions and understanding ol
those who founded our government; in conflict
with the convictions and objects of those who
framed our Constitution, and is contradicted in
the most emphatio manner by the spirit and letter
Of that instrument.

It is repugnant to the judgment of m ankind.
In no age of the world, in no part of creation, has

being existed in the torm ot man, witn me or-

dinary intellect possessed ly our race, who did
not feel oonscious that no other person cnuld lfvo
rightful power over bis life, his liberty, or his!
labor. This consciousness was infused into thel
eou! of mnn at bis creation, and constitutes one of
the elements of our moral nut ore. It has never
been separated from the sool of mnn. Neither
you, nor the most strenuous ndyocnto of Slavery,

ver did, or over will admit thnt you can be dis-

robed of your manhood, transferred into a bruto
nnd made the property of your brother man. You
are conscious thnt your lung are iuilnted by your
Own inspiration ; your limbs move at the instance
f your own will, and not at the instance ot an

ether: your hands cultivate the eartii nnd gather!
lie fruit undor guidance of your own judgement,
and if vou fail to teed and nourish your body
agreeably to the demands of nature, you die
When yon have obtained food for tho nourishmon'
of your own body, yov will not admit the right of
another to take it from you. You are conscious
that such robbery would be wrong nn offense

gainst natural justice. Yet these propositions
re merely truths, standing parallel

with the absolute right of every mnn to bis own
body and the use of Irs own limbs.

ine ooutn sea cnnninan mil anu eat me oouicsi
of those whom they conquer ; but even tho New
Zealander denies the riiiht of others to slay nnd
eat him. He is fully conscious of his right to en-

joy his Own life, liberty and labor ; and will Bhed
his blood in defending those rights. He holds
that "alliance to the power which gave him the
form, requires him to defend tho rights of man,"
and Sheridan spoke truly w hen in 17S2 he declared
that "never yet was thu truth dismissed from the
human heart; never in nny time, in nny age
never in any clime whore rudo man had aiiyj
eocial feelings never was this unextinguishable
truth dsstrnved from the heart of man. placed ns
it is in the cure and centre by his Creator, that
tan tra not made th property of man."

The doctrine that slaves xre property is opposed
to the teachings ol Mature and of Revelation.
- In our Slave States men are held and treated as
prperty. The owners attach to thorn the incidents
of property. They regard the whole physical and
moral being of the slave subservient to the interest
of his owner. They seek to prolong tho lives of
their slaves so far as will be profitable to the
master, and no longer. They drive him so hard

to produce death at that period whL-- the own-- 1

ere believe most condueive to their interests. It
rs a well ascertained fact that 25,000 murders nre
thus committed on Southern plantations annually,

nder the excuse that slaves nre property. 1 need j

not say that such barbarity is revolting to all the
feelings of our nature.

Sir, I feel deeply pained when I reflect that a.
man of your political intelligence charges our
Federal 'Constitution with euch heathenish bar--

barlty. .

Kntur t.b ii l,nt tb ,lo'inn nrt nbiect of
human existence is to elevate and unfold tho in- -

tellect, the spirit, the soul of man ; that the body
is merely the tenement, the habitation of the soul
to be nourished and made healchy in order to ren- -

der it an agreeable dwelling for the moral being.
PniMtitntinm unit law m direct vnur bodv
limbs to obey another man. Slaveholders and
pirates may command thorn to do their bidding,
but they oannot control them until they enslave
your mind, degrade it, shut up the windows of the
ool, enshroud it in moral darkness, and prevent

it expansion, its elevation, its enjoyment. We
ehodder at the contemplation of such violation of
Nature's laws.

Nor is the doctrine less repugnant to revelation.
The Scripture informs us that fhe Creator cave to
man dominion over the fish of the sea, the fowl of
the air, and over the cattle and over all the earth.
These are vrovertu. The Creator himself drew a
very marked distinction between persons and prop-

erty, and no human laws or human constitutions
can obliterate tho line of demarkntion which Ho

has drawn. Neither pirates nor slaveholders, nor
piratical Legislatures, can transform the image of
Ood Into that of the brute, lrue, ttiey mny can
men brutes, or declare them property ; but they
retain the human form, and the soul, though
irronged, dwarfed and imprisoned in the dark
dungeon of Slavery, will burn with iuimortnl e,

and will break from ite imprisonment nnd
leave the owner naught but an offensive, putrefy
ing carcass, that he may retain nnd use as property;
while the man will repair to the bar of retributive
justice, and make bis appeal nggainst thoso who

attempt to convert nnnioriHi nuiugs into uiuira,
' If there be any mandate of Scripture, of Chris
tianity, binding on man.it is that which commands
us to. "do unto others whatsoever we would have
them do unto us :" and ho who holds his fellow- -

man as property, while he is himself unwilling to
be converted into a brute, is an lufidal.
. I am aware that you will answer that preachers,
tven doctors of divinity, teach us that men mny
innocently bold and treat their brethren of the
name oburcb as vrontny ; that men mny right-
fully bay and sell tbo image of God ; may without

i.i -i : - .l- - - r i.:- - r.llse:i me oavior in ino pcrsuu ui ing tujiunvio.
fuut that sued teachers are not only infidels,but
re Hypocrites,

Tlrey are far nioro dc prayed than wcro those
Algeriues who, near tno close oi tne last ceniury,
eeizod and enslaved our American citizens, and
held and treated them as property. Tho civilized
world pronounced them heathen, barbarians,
pirates unfit for human association. Our nation

ent a navy asid army and butchered them with-

out mercy, and rescued their victims from bond
age. But you and every other reflecting man will

admit that those Aigcnocs, brea ana educated
under Mohammedan superstition, were less atro
cious and far less guilty than are those Doctors or
Divinity referred to ; yet they were worthy of
death, and were slain, while some preachers ot our
land are permitted to live, and unrestrained they
ndavor to corrupt our holy religion, by tenoning

the most revolting infidelity that ever cursed the
rth.

- Tbe doctrine that slaves are property is in direct
contradiotion to the understanding and pur-
poses of those who achieved our National Inde-

pendence.
' 'At the time of our Revolution, the rights of
mankind had long agitated tbe civilized world.
Tbe divine rights of kings, the division of man-Vio- d

Into clavses, with various privileges, bad sur-
rounded the people of the Old World with institu-
tion which bad become petrified with age. These

: idea and doctrines were discarded by our fathers,
Who declared that mil men bold from their Creator
tqvsd rights to life, liberty and happiness. No
langeag coold have been more explicit, no form

- of expression eovtd have been better understood.
If tbe Constitution retards slaves a property, our
Declaration of Indenendenee wa an aggregation
of falsehoods, and tbe Revolution itself was a

. fraud unon mankind.
v ' The doctrine that slaves are property is opposed
1i tbe expressed intentions of those tcho framed
our Constitution,

fa tb Convention wh'toh framed the Constitu-

tion, proposition was made to tax the importers
pt tlayes. Mr. Sherman objected that such a tax
would ixtPLT that slaves were property. Mr. Oerry
declared that it "Coagres would ;have no power
prer tbe foslitatloo witbTn theStates, he ought to

rfiil to lend no sanction to it." And Mr.
"MtdfsoJi; since styled the father of the charter of
J i':erty, uocjaretj u woum do !

(lit CvDstitutiuo that men can hold proper';

men; and the language was so changed as to read
thus: "A tax of not more than flO for each
person might be levied," thereby excluding the
idea of property. This was dono by tho unan-
imous consent of the Convention. Not a member
objected to Mr. Madison's views. It is clear that
the. framers of the Constitution. so fur from declar-
ing slaves to be property, expressed an intention
directly opposed to such a proposition.

The doctrine that slaves are property Is emphat
ically coktradicted by the spirit and letter nf
that instrument.

The objects for which it was adopted pervnde
every section, article and paragraph. It was
ndop'tcd "to establish justice;" not to establish In-

justice and crime. The framers declare it was adopt-
ed "to secure the blessings of liberty;" not to uphold
the curse of Slavery, or to ninintmn the barbarous
doctrine that man may be converted into property,
lint the people had contended, they had toiled, had
fought uid bled to establish the heavon-bor- n truth,
that all men hnvo equal rights to life, liberty and
labor nnd although the Constitution mnintained
that doctiino in its purpose nnd spirit, the people
lolt that a more explicit declaration of this greiit
principlo ought to bo boldly and explicitly pro-
claimed in tho Constitution ; and some of the
Stales proposed nn amendment, declaring that "no
person shall be deprived of life, liberty or proper-
ty, without due process of law : that is, without
trial and convijlion for crime."

Virginia felt that this amendment Would be
fatal to all future right to property in man, unless
it were within fclnie jurisdiction. Her Conven
lion, therefore, proposed to limit the amendment
to J ret men, making it read tliat no Jree man
shall be deprived of life, liberty or property, with
out due process of law." The issuo was thus
fairly made : it was fairly met and fairly decided
The requisite number of States declared in favor
ot tho amendment as it now reads, ana it was
adopted, and is n part of tho Federal Constitution;
and every time Jou nnd I have taken tho onth of
ollico as .uemiicrs ot uoneress, wo ua sworn
that so far as w e had influence and power "no
person shall be deprived of lile.liberty or property,
w ilhout duo process of law."

If you have sworn to regard slaves, or any
other portion of our race, as property, you do well
to let tho country know it. ft is the doctrine of
Judge Kane, it is the doctrine of Senator Toombs,
it is tho doctrine of President Pierce, of slave-
holders, and of the Democratic party. If true,
the slave-deale- r mny not merely bring bis slaves
into and through the Free States but he mny open
a market fur his women in State street, Boston, in
Wall street. New York, or in Chestnut street,
Philadelphia. Ho mny traffic in mankind in any-Fre- e

State. .
1 need not any thnt Congress has at all times dis

enrded this proposition when brought up for dis-

cussion in that body. I need not rofor to the fact
that it was fully argued beloro the supreme Court
in 1842; thntJuige McLean, to his honor nnd
imperishable famo as a Christian jurist, gave an
elaborate and able decision, declaring that the
Federal Constitution docs ltot regard slaves as
property.

Nor need I sny that Chief Justice Taney agreed
with him. Nor need I say that tho record shows
that the other members of the Court failed to meot
the question, not daring to insult the nation or the
spirit of civilization by declaring the doctrine
which you assert.

t
i, air, nave censeo, ior me innu uhr, v huuio

in the great political conflict now going on in our
nation. 1 am disabled and removed trom the scene
of strife ; hut I yoi linger upon the held,
ing tlie tide of battle, as it moves slowly onward,
I can only aid the lovers of liberty with my pen
and my prayers. Here the reports of your lecture
reached me, and stimulated mo to give some leeme
expressions to tho emotions I felt on reading tho
opinious which you advanced. No argument can
ever attach Republicans lovers of liberty, to a
Union or a Constitution sustaining the barbarous,
the heathenish, tho infidel prinoipleB which you
ascribe to our Federal Constitution. If the Union
and tho Constitution be preserved, it must be by
carrvini? out tho doctrine, the spirit in which they
were adopted, nnd not by engrafting upon the
Charter of Liberty a doctrine so abhorrent to its
letter and spirit.

It is with emotions of pleasuro, of gratitude to
God and my couotrymon, that ! contempla.e a

and!i?reat. a powerful and increasing party in our
nation, hasmg its doctrlnts ana its nopes upon
the t truth that all men are equally en-

titled to life, liberty nnd property : each member
of that party is solemnly sworn that "no person"
undor Federal jurisdiction Bliall ne aoprivea ot
these God-irive- n riirhts, if their influence or power
can prevent it. I would cheer every member of
the Reoublican carty. in his efforts to maintain
its doctrines by steady, nrm, comoinea nna un-

ceasing labor, exhorting them to cast aside all
diflerences of opiuion upon other ana minor sud--

jects. unite upon the great political, moral ana
religious truths wnich constitute tne:r piniurm,
and toil on and toil ever, until our country shall
be redeemed from the control of men who would
prostitute its powers to degrndo A portion of the
human family bru'alizo nnd oonvert them into

Very respectfully.
J. R. GIDDINGS.

JEFFERSON, Feb. 17, 1857.

LET KENTUCKIANS BE FREE.

Lot no Freemnn slacken bis efforts in ferreting
out the liberty-me- n of our Slate and and forward-
ing their names to this office. Let them be enroll
ed with tho real chivalry of the Stato and enjoy the
freedom that our fathers intondea lor Uie children
of America. It is time for tho
ot Kentucky to think of their own rights and to
enquire why there are so many working men in
Kentucky who cannot rend or write. They have
studied the interests of slaveholders until they have
lost sight of their own. The whole cry is that tbe
slaveholder' interest is in danger, and all the

are set down as nobody they are con-

sidered in the common "hue and cry"as mere dogs
to chase the negroes and vote slaveholders into
office as men who live not for their own comfort
but that of others who ask for no school, no in-

telligence, no knowledge of law or the effect of
good or bad legislation. Such are easily trained
to damn an Abolitionist; to banish the free schools
of tho State; to cut off their own hopes of eleva-
tion nnd crown a Slaveholding oligarchy King
overall the fools of the land. '

It is now time for the honest free men and la-

borers of Kentucky to think of their own right
and their own elevation.

Send out tho names of free-mo- nnd let Ken-
tucky knew her strength. Kentucky must be free,
and her people intelligent. Neteport Ntws.

Traoe. There is no reason what-
ever why the South should not buy liberally and
pay promptly the present year. Cotton, tobacco,
rice and htmp, their chief production, are all quick
of sale at high prices. What then is in tho way?
Nothin g but a want of punctuality in making pay-

ments, and the practical impossibility of enforcing
collections at any other time than spring of the
year," which means January, February, and
March. Uur merchants are growing wise ana
well know that a note maturing in, July, August,
September nt the South excepting in a few large
cities, is no better than a piece of brown paper.
will in nine case out ot ten he protested even
the parties are good and must then lie in the pock

k until spring . It is understood therefore
thatsalea made lor six months meant wolve, and it
also understood that ninny changes may take place
before another spring come round and that
stend of waiting twelve month for payment,
may be obliged to wait twenty-four- . The whole
credit svstein at the South is in a wretched condi
tion. It must be reformed, in order to remove the
great obstacle to permanent commercial prosperity.
Good sold at retail in the tutenor, nil over the
South, are nt expected to be paid for in cash.
The seller musfwnit until spring, "and then, if he
fortunate, for the planter often invest all his moo
ey in land ani negroes, Instead of paying bis
debts, leaving the merohaut to wait a more cuiutu
ient season. Independent.

Some grateful slave-breed- write to Tbe Rich-
mond Enquirer, to propose that the State of Vir-

ginia shodld- - raise "by individual subscription"
(the Treasury being empty,' in spite of having ap-
propriated the Colonizatfon Tax upon tbe free ne-

groes) money enough to buy President Pierce "a
?,)utbnrn home," to bo prefer ted 'o hirn as a t;l.

sen of approval of his administration. Consider-
ing President Pierce's exceeding and natural dis-

inclination to return to New Hampshire, this is,
so far s it goes, tho most generous thing which
has been proposed In Virginia for a long time.
But the propositllion is deficient in one vital par-
ticular. Thero is nothing :vid about buying a

few fat "niggers" for the illus'roue exile. Are
they so' fail approaching in value to Gov. Wise's
estimate, of $6,000 a piece, that even Virginian
generosity cannot fiord to attempt the graceful of-

fering ? Tribune.

Communications.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM NEW YORK.

ETNA, Tompkins County.
February 26, 1857.

Dear M. I am aware tho Bugle is not the placo
to discuss the question cf Woman's Rights, yet I

presume you can havo no objection to place upon
record ni mere items of news, faots which have a

bearing upon the subject.
I do not niran to tell you of the Report in favor

of extending to women tho elective frnnchise,
which our neighbor, of tho Ohio Senate has pre-

sented to that body, for your readers, I presume,
nre well posted in relation to that matter. Nor do

I mean to speak of "Aurom Leigh," by Elisabeth
Barrett Browning, which some enthusiasts pro-

nounce a noblo poem in vindication of Woman's
Rights, for that is within rench of those who wish

to read it. But I do wish to call your attention to

a work of rare merit which I accidentally met

with, and which has been measurably lei t tn

"waste its sweetness on the desert uir." The work

I refer to is "A Poem oh Woman's Rights," and
respectfully presented, "To all who advocate the

theory of woman's equality with the mnn, in mat-

ters pertaining to government." It was written
by a Baptist- minister of McLean, Tompkins Co.,

Now York, the Rev. Alein Beniicl.

When I return to Ohio, I intend bringing a copy

with ine, so thnt if deemed advisable, the copy-

right may be purchased, tho work stereotyped for

extensive circulation, and used ns an antidote to

the efforts of those who countenance the Woman's
Rights movement. I shall not protend to describe
to you this poem of 148 lines, for the fact is, it is

indescribable, or to use the Imgungo with which
writers of fictions sometimes cap u climax "it is

more easily conceived than dosciibed."

Should you nkk me which of tho ancient or mod-

ern noets the writor most resembles, I should

frankly confess my inubiiily to reply to your ques-

tion. That vou and your readers may have an

opportunity ot judging tor yourselves oi uie sry.e

and character of tho production, I will copy the
conclusion of the ftnic if it be au Lpic. Tho

extract I send you, I intend to use myself, for you

must know tbnt my w ifo and I allow her in these

matters to do pretty much ns sho ohooses is to

lecturo on Sunday next in McLniu on the subject

of Woman's Rights, and if I can only get her con

sent to my reading tho lines below bejore she com

mences lecturing, I shall have no fears for the re

sult.

"Let icomen havt their rights, nil men of sense will

eay;
Wo will protect, and never take their rights away ;

But let them know this truth, which we aloud pro
claim,

We too have rights, which wo can never give to

them.

"lis theirs to sweep the honse, and theirs to bSke

the meat,
Orjboll tho pot, and set the table when we eat;
To make tbe bread, and make the cheese, and but-

ter too;

A thousand little things, they have a right to do;

To wagh our clothes, to mend thcra well, our ward-

robe keep;
To nurse tho babe, and rock tbo crying thing lo

sleep..

'Tis theirs, to kindly wipe with soft affection'
hand,

The tear of grief and sorrow, from the eyes of
man.

We know 'twas nature's God vtlio gavo such right
to them;

These rights they'll always keep, they cannot
turn to men.

r

" 'Tis thine, O man 1 to treat these tender women

well;
To furnish them a homo where they may happy

dwell.
'Tis thine, to daily toil and sweat; the axe to wield,
The trees to fell, the beam to how, tho house to

build;
To till tho ground, to hold the plough, the seed to

BOW,

To reap the grain, to raise tbe corn, the grass to
mow;

'Tis thine, to see the table well supplied with food,

That wife and child may have to eat that which ie

good;
'Tis thine to drive intruders back, the foe to meet,

The woman to protect, and clothe from head to feet;

And oross the briny wave to uring ber pretty
things,

Or sit in llnlls, to shape our course with foreign
kings.

"Such rights a these, 0 man; are thine to have
and told,

And keep from those who smile, from those who

choose to seoid.

If every man nnd womnn kept their proper place,

Where they were put by him, who it the God of

grace,
Our friends wo could enjoy, a.id then should hap

py be,
Without complaining girls who want more liberty.

There, isn't that grand, sublime, glorious 1 To

be sure, in view of tbe fact that Victoiia is the
present occupant of the British throne, I would
rather that theTlh line fioui the conclusion read,
"Or sit in Hall to shape our course with foreign

kings and queens."
It
ii

But this objection is but trivial it is a a speck
upon the sun.

Yours, for man' rights,
B. S. J.

TO J. D. COPELAND.

Sir: In your reply to me in the last Bugle,
you charged me with having nothing to offer but
sheer assumption in defense of my position; you
also insinuate that I am impudent, and would

is make people swallow what they doo't believe.
There are some other things in your reply, I wish
to notice, as briefly ut possible. A to making oth-

er swallow what they do not believe, I have no
such intention ; if others are determined to believe
a lie that thty miht be dammed, as Paul ays, I

oannot help it ; and as to impudence, a person
may echibil a much a any ether way, by. charg
ing others with it. 'A to my assumption, I sup
posed that an intelligent community from well

known, nnd long established facts, would

oieve the truth of my position, I will now preicnl
a few or those facts.

It i a fact, nocording to the records of the past
that in disoussing those parts of United States
Constitution, in the State and FoJcral Conventions
commonly culled the Slave holding compromises
of the Constitution, they used the word slave or
some word synonymous with it nnd j

times.
It is a fact that from tho adoption of the Con- -

stitution to tho present time, that threo fifths of
slave population have been invented ns a basis

oi representation. It is a fact that Congress
could not do anything against the Africnn Slave j

Trade till 1808. It is a fact that tho Fugitive
Slnve Law of 93 was passed by those w ho had j

sworn to support the Constitution, and was found-- !

ed on Art. 4, Sec. 2. and was si2ned by George
Washington ns President of tho UnitoJ States, who
was also President of the Federal Convention.
It is a fact that no Legislature of any State, has
dared to pass a law to protect fugitive slaves,
knowing it would bo contrary to the Constitution.
It is a faot, that all Legislative bodies both State
nnd national ; all the executives, and all the judi-
ciaries, have acted under oath to support the Con-

stitution, from the time of ite adoption to tho pres-
ent time as though they understood tho Constitu-
tion, as I explained it. So I might go on to the
end of tho chapter if space would admit. Now
if thoso men who trnmod and adopted the Con-

stitution did nut know what they meant by the
langnago they used, they must have been a set of
fools ; nnd it is a tine thing that some wise-ncr- e

should stnrt up to toll people what they did not
mean, without even attempting to tell what they
did moan. I shall now say a few things about
your argument.

In the first place you very adroitly, like a well
trained, nettifocijinir nuiblcr. dislocate the senten- -

ces so as to ondeavor to wake the meaning np- -

pear very different from what it would, if it were
connected. No person hold to service or labor in
one state under the laws thereof, escaping
another, shall in consequence of nny law or reg-- j

ulation therein, be discharged from such service or
labor; but fchnll be delivered up on claim of the
party to whom such service or labor may be due.
Now taking into view tho Constitution of the Uni-

ted States, that it is tho supremo law of the land,
and also taking into view all the notions and trans-

actions under this clause of tho Constitution what
candid nnd judicious person is there, that would
not take tho same view of it that I did in the ar-

ticle referred to. You enj that if my views pre
vail, Slavery will no longer be confined to African
loofj jn thil) coun,ry Jt j nol noW) nor ever Wns
, f0uow. , ho condition of the Slave mother.
Y'ou say the great Republican party will kiok
against my views. I should not think I had the
truth, unless every party great or small that goes
for upholding and susustaiuing Slavery where it
is, should kick ; but they will find in the end, that
It is hard to kick against the truth, and their
own lacerating consciences.

The framers of the Constitution declared slaves
to be both property and persons, three-fift- per-

sons ns a basis of representation, and property to

be cnught by their owners whenever found within
the United State", you quote the sentence, protec-

tion to life liberty and the pursuit of happiness ns

though it wns from the United States constitution
you cannot find it thero, it is in tho declaration of
independence, Y'ou sny that enactments against
liiBib.parA vftirl. Then I would rv that nenrlv nil

i,unlan onactments are void, and ought to be swept
by the board, for they partnko more or lees cf in

justice, intolerance, and tyranny. But who shall
decide what is justice, and what is not? Every
person will decide in exact accordance with the
development of his own mind. But the Su-

preme Court of the United States is tho only trib-

unal to decide what is and what is not United
Slates Constitution, You speak of 'lying to Eave

souls, I deny the premis and the principle alto-

gether. Thero never was and never will be a
soul saved by lying, for salvation consits in being
saved from falsehood and orror. You close up
with expressing a strong hope of (inaugurating
your views in 1 SO I . I cannot imagine nny ration
al ground of hope you can havo; since neither
the Democratic, Republican or American parties
are with you.

I have only given n mere glanco nt your reply,
trying to say ne littlo as possible nnd Balisfy my-

self. Yours, tic,
A. COWLES.

GENEVA, March, 2. 1858.

The Anti-Slave- ry Bugle.
SALEM, OHIO, MARCH 7, 1857.

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
AND SLAVERY.

There is hardly nny other fact so befogged by
misrepresentation as the actual question of tbe
slaveholding or the of the
. j - i v- - 1 m l. I e I

r ';
behovo it to t e a church. Hint
it separated from the southern church nn account

the immorality of slave-holdin- To the
mation of this opinion many minister in this

.
church have contributed by inducing wrong
lon regaruing iou iacu, in oue torm or nuuiucr.
For instance, by quoting the dicipline which pro.
bibits the holding of slaves by traveling
era nnd leaving the impression that therefore it is
prohibited to all others oonnccted with the church,
Wbereus the fact is there is no prohibition of hold-

ing slave to locnl ministers and private members.
And there are thoso of both classes who actually
hold slaves. The church by prohibiting this
crime to one portion of her members and

it to another, place slaveholding among the
thing which are lawful but not expedient for all.
It is made a question of policy and not of prin-

ciple. Truo ministers and members affirm it to be

a moral evil, yet they admit minister and mem-

ber who practice it tj the the communion service,

thus recognixing them m christians. There are
minister and muny member in the church who

abhor slavery. Many among it lay members
who really believe that the division of the church
actually cut off all slave-holde- r from the

section aud absolvsd thorn from the moral in-

consistency of fullowshipping such sinner as
slaveholders. We might hope that some ministers

are also unacquainted with the existing facts,
though we presume they would indignantly dis-

claim such a defence,

We have been induced to call especial Atten-

tion to this subject, nt this time in consequence
a sermon preached in this place on Sunday Eve
ning the 224 ult. by Rev Mr. Thomas, pastor of
the Salem C hurch. Mr. Thomas has the reputa-
tion of being a decided, and tamest anti slavery
man. lie, as we arc informed, habitually re-

members the slave in bit public, iurocation, and
in hi address often condemn slavery as a great
moral enormity. On tho occasion rel'ercd to, be

devoted ft Sunday evening to the especial discuss-
ion of tho question, an attention it is not nccus.
tomed to rcoieve from a majority of Ministers.
Wo did uot hear tho sormoti, in consequence of
absence from home, but understand it was mark-

ed by a vory decided condemnation of slavery, nnd
a clear, exposure of tho utter Incompatibility f
lie practice of slaveholding with that of

anity. Wo nre also informed that tho speaker
justified the Methodist Church North, from all
complicity in the guilt ol slave-holdin- by

senting it as n non slave-holdin- ohurcb. How
In view of what we believe to be notorious facts in

the case, Mr, Thomas could even inadverlnntly
leave such nn impression upou bis audience wo

cannot understand, for wo suppose him to be nn

earnest, honest man; nnd of course
nbhoring slavery, ho caunot desire to bo connect- -

ed with its supporters, or that the church ho la-

bors to build up should bo implicated in its guilt.
. That the Church is thus implicated in the esti-

mation of some of its ministers nnd members is

evident from the article we copy from tho North-

ern Independent. A paper published at Auburn,
New York and edited by Rev. Mr. Ilosmor, an able
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He
presents the moral position of the church in a can-

did and very clear point of view. The paper from
which we quoto was established few months
since by Mr. Hosmcr and his friends, in conse-

quence of tho attempt of tho last Ocnernl Confer-

ence, to impose upon the renders and supporters
of the Church Organ in thnt region, tho Northern
Christian Advocate, on editor more conservative
and proslavcry than tlicy desired to patronize.
Mr.Hosmor was the former editor of the Advocata,
and made it more dcc-dcdl- Anti Slavery than
was ngrconble to tho leaders in tho
Church in New Y'ork, Baltimore and elsewhere
The General Conference therefore removed Mr.
Ilosmer Irom the editorship, although tho local!

conference which supported the paper almost unnn
imously requested his reappointment. In right-

resistance to this attempt to crush out tho
liberty nnd the nnti slavery eentimont of tho Con

ferenco tho Independent was established nnd
placed under the charge of Mr. Hosmer.

The Independent says :

"The sum is this among us, slnveholding is no
barrier to the ofiice of a prenchor, but we do not
readily ordain such preachers nor allow them to
travel, if it is practicable for them to emancipate
their slaves This shows thnt me I'iscipiine,
now stands, slaveholding in the ministry is tho
rrle. the exception. We lei all
preacher hold slaves, if they will consent to be lo
cal and unordained. We will consent to ordain
thcin, and let them travel, slaveholders though
they be, if wicked slaveholder nre disposed to
make a law forbidding emancipation. In view
of these facts, tho enquiry, 'are any Methodist
preachers slaveholders ?' caun t be unswored in
the negative, unless by somo one who is personally j

acquainted with all our preachers both local and
traveling. Ccrtuinly there is nothing in the Disci- -

pline to prevont great numbers of ministers being;'0
engaged in this abominable practice. Nor does the J

luetory cf the Church thus lar ntlord nny ground
to infer that preachers have not availed themselves

,

of the nbrenco of a prohibitory btntute ngnmst
this sin. Indeed, it is a well-kno- n fact that many
of our local preachers nro slaveholders. No intei-lige-

man will presume to deny this statement.
There never has been any objection to local preach
ers bidding of slaves tho practice is as tree to!
them ns nny other member of the Church.

So much then for tho possibilities nf niinibtor.il
slaveholding among Methodist preachers. But
the distinction itself is a burlesque. We might
just ns well divide drunkenness into lay ard cleri-
cal, prohibiting the latter, and allowing the former.
What if wo wore to deny our ministry, especially
our traveling and ordained ministers, the right to
steal and so specify it in the book cf Discipline !

Would not such a prohibition be justly regarded nn
outrnge on nil morality? Certainly a people
who could thus discriminate between clerical nnd
lay theft, would not deserve to be considered ns
violently opposed to stealing. The fact of a pro-
hibition restricted to tho clergy, would bbnw
that in our estimation there wns no mural obli-

quity in theft, nnd thnt expediency nlona deter-
mined us to restrict the prnctiu to laymen or
mere local preach ei s. Such a prohibition w ould
bo ridiculous, nny monstrous, but not one whit
more so then is our rule forbidding 'trnveling
preachers,' nnd them only to hold slaves. The
act of prohibition shows whnt estimate we put
upon the practice: we treat it as inexpedient, nnd
not ns immoral.

'Sorely, where tho gonornl estimaie of the
practico of slaveholding is so very low nnd doubt-
ful as this amounts to, it is not worth while to be
very nice in defending the honor of the Church
against tho imputation of clerical slaveholding.
It is even questionable whether the bnro fact of
such a partial, ludicrous prohibition does not

: much more damage to our lepiitatiun, than it can
ever do us credit. Would it bo any honor to find

!a statute among us inhibiting clerical lying, with
the bare possibility of its observnnce by the clergy,
and the absolute certainty that the vice reigned
unchecked nmong the laity? For our part, we
shall never claim it as nny honor thet our travel-
ing preachers do not hold slaves. Wo would as
snnn ibink of deriving credit from tin. fact thai
they nre not burglars, or highwaymen, or murder- -

ors. That the language of prohibition is, or ever
was, necessary to keep either clergy or laity from
so foul a Bin, is deeply humiliating. It it could'
be shown that none of our preachers are
holders, it would add no more to our credit than
it would to show thnt they are not pickpockets.
Wo shall never be at the trouble of dividing the
Church into lay and clerical, whore vice is con- -

oerned. Sin is sin. whether iu the laymen or tho
clergymen. This legislating against merely
ioal slaveholding, is a sorry business, and the least
that can be said about it the best. It wa the
work of on unfortunate hour. Let no man here- -

j a(ter iq(lire wh0iiier or not any Methodist preacb- -

i ers are slaveholders, ji is preposterous.
"We havo taken to ourselves quite too much

fr'" fur keefin "iMoholder. out of the ministry.
ii-- A nti lionnniinnlinn Aran oiinnsailnil in

-
th-

- '
in ome resl)ectll,ie decree, which we

have not, tho suoccss would have been a standing
reproach. A Church that merely pretends to keep
its clergy from a shameless vice, liko slavery,
clearly needs a revival of sentiment
and action.

"The time has come for us to drop such t.'ifling,
and treat slavery as it doserves. It is a crime, and
wo must, put it with crimes. We must not stand
diddling with such puerilities as the prohibition of
ministerial elavehulding. The age, the gospel we
preach, history, onr own common sense, demand a
munly course. Were it not thnt many members
are actually guilty of this sin, wo should be op-

posed to soilipg the pages of the Discipline with
specification of this enormity. It ought to rank
with murder, piracy and seduction crimes w hich
we have not condescended to specifically prohibit.
nor disgraced ourse'ves by forbidding to 'traveling
preachers.'

But not only do members of the Northern Church
believe that there are slaveholders in their midst,
but such is also the belief of the Church South,
and they do not fail to taunt their northern breth-

ren with the inconsistency of preaching fur
dnm and vet welcoming slaveholder to their
church. For exainplo, the Editor of the Nashville

CW.an Advoca te has been writing a .

letter to Bishop Morn of tin State in which he
complain ot the unjust treatment tne ouutneru
Church receives from her Northern brethern. In
the Advtcate of January EOth, the Editor say:

Allow me, reverend and dear en, right here to
propound a timplo and direot question. 1J. you
regard us as a branch of the great Methodist fam-

ily ? 'The editor of your chief organ, to Southerns
seemed to announce the fact with pleasure, a short
time since, that the Methodist Episcopal Church,

South, is not recognised by other Methodist bodief
ns a legitimate branch of the Wesleyan family
because of its connection with slavery; and your
Genernl Conference ot 1H48 would not receive the
delegate sent by tho South, nor did they extend to
him the usual courtesies observed by Christian de-
nominations one towards another. And, notwith-
standing you have had two Oenoral Conferences
since that lime, you have never reoor.sidcred your
action, nnd stand before the world as hav-
ing declared relation with the Soutli.-An-

yet, strange to say, in many portions of your
church Southorn ministors are kindly treated when
they go North. Ay, they are invited to go among
you, and participate in the religious services of
tho snnctuary. On two occasions, recently, our
Southern bishops hnv been invited to take part in
the dedicatory services of your housoa tf worship.
Bishop Simpson, Bishop Jones, and Bishop Pierco
were altogether officiating in tho pulpit and at the
sltar. Bishop Karly and Bishop Janes; on anoth'
cr occasion, united in a similar service. The Sec-
retary of our Missionary Society, was invitedtind
took part in the exercises, nt one of your grand
anniversaries; and did efficient work at one of your
annual missiouaiy meetings; and yet you send?'
missionaries to portions of the South, who come'
into our territory and strive to organizo churches
in tho towns and cities previously occupied by onr'
brethren of the Southern Church. You, sir, are
fully nequnintcd with the strife and contention
created by tho appearance of thoso missionaries'
who como into tho South, claiming to represent
the 'Old Methodist Church,' nnd declaring the?
South 'eecedcrs' or 'separatists."

All for whnt ? Bccnuse we do not drive slaveholdi
ers nut of the Church ? Y'ou have them by score
i.nd hundreds in your Church. Because wo or-

dained men to the ministry who nro slaveholders 7'

You ordain men to tho work nnd ollico of the
ministry who nro slaveholders. Will your breth"
ren have us do what they havo never done T They
cannot now say they havo not the strength num-

bers considered to mnke a test
of membership. They could do it nt any sossioa.
of your General Conference, and yet ttiey refuse
to pnss the rule, nnd turn right round nnd noenso
us of sin for not doing whnt they might do with- -
"t let or hindernnce. U consistency I thou art a

jewel.1

INTEMPERANCE.

Intemperance is making giant strides in its pro-

gress oyer the bind. It goes hand in hand with
tho progress of Slavery, ruffianism nnd every
other vice, individual and public. It is the
instigator and tho chief aid in the commission of
all crinio, whether committed by tho beastly lot
who consumes or vends the ruinous compounds
of tho county doggery or by the swaggering and
i.iu,.i, m,,. n,,...;i i,ii ...i,

nnd executes nnd then defends theft, burglary.
arson, murder nnd every other crime by whole-
sale, in Kansas nnd elsewhere. And wbilo in-

temperance is thus running riot, ovcry where,
of temperance nre this winter compar-

atively inactive. Very many of the friends of
legal prohibition and penalty, nro doing nothing
lC6t their movements should damage the
of RepubrK,ini6nl( Blld ,ho, geera lllm08t e

,
have suspended their moral cflorts. True at

our last County Court, eovcrnl rumscllcrs were im- -

prisoned for thirty dnys by Judge Potter, but tho
yendinc nnd consumption coes on as brisklv a
ever, hero and elsewhere, tor many years we
have not known so few Temperance Meetings and
so great apathy on the subject within the circlo of
our own residence and travel as during tho wintor
just passed. Very little is doing anywhero and
mnny persons who weie once numbered with
active temperance men, nre now not only indiffer-
ent, but some are found nt the beer shop them-
selves on tho highway to ruin and lending others
to tho same perdition.

Wo find in the Prisoner's Friend tho following
results of nn iuquiry instituted in New Y'ork city,
for tho number of drunkards nnd dram shops
there to be found. The stntcment is nppnling.
But similar results would be developed on inquiry
in almost every town in the land :

Statistics ok Intemperance is New York.
Judge Capron, at the Union Temperance Meeting
held in the Tabernacle, on Thursday, February
1 lib, states, as the result of his own investigations,
that, in New York City, there nro 15,000 dram-
shops and 400,000 drunkards. At the very least
calculation, each of these drink two gills of in-

toxicating liquors evcrv day ; being equal to
800,000, or rOO barrels per day, 300,000 barrel
in a year. This qu mtity would make a reservoir
000 feet long, 80 feet wide,nnd52 feet deep, equal
to 3 744 cubic foot, and could float four large
ships in full sail. At $30 per barrel, it amounts
togy.OOO.tiOO. fiO.OOO children never enter the
school. During tbo Inst year, 00,000 arrest have
been made, and 42,000 convictions. At the Court
of Special Sessions, during the lnt year, G,000
cases wore tried, of which there were 4,200 con-
victions. Not more than 04 of tho subjects of
theso trials were sober when nrrested ; not more
than 104 who were habitually sober persons.
Paupers cost the city $2,000,000 a year. The
entire population of the city, over fifteen year of
age, is hardly 400,000; and the jndgo's stateaiettU
arc, lo say tho least, vory extraordinary.

Si'EKi tt of Mr. Curt. Mr. Cory, n Democratic
representative in the Ohio Legislature, had the
nlorai oournge to bravo the ruffianism or his party

, ,, ... dftnd coa'ma utraK8 ' colleaguo, Slough
by voting for his expnlsiou. After Mr. Slough's
defeat. Mr. Cory introduced hi new colleague to
the House of Representatives by the following
speech:

Representatives : The right of Mr. llosoa te
a scat among us being clear from these paper, I
ask that be sworn into ofiice.

It is proper for me, ns the colleague of the new
member, and a a representative of the people, to
express my satisfaction at the concurrence of pub-li- o

sentiment in Hamilton county with tbe action
of this Hoiiso. The member who wns expelled by
u has appealed tu the august hibunal of the peo-
ple, and they havo decided that for violating the
sanctity of this place of deliberation, by striking;
a lullow member with his fist during businoss, and;
afterwards persisting ip his fault till the last, be
did deserve expulsion.

The question- invoked in this whole question
was not one of nnrtv polities, nor of nartv organi
zation ; it was purely a quostion of public de jenoy
affecting alike the rights and feeling of nil the
citizens. There has been nn unlucky attempt to
put a false construction upon our proceedings.-Th- e

partisan politicians have thought fit to forget
that there could be no difference of opinion upon
the delinquency of the member expelled in the

a breasts of our people. It wa not possible for.
misrepresentation, and party trammel to bring
out more than s the voto of Hamilton,'
County : and in several Ward and Township the.
refusal of the democracy to endorse Mr. Sloueh
was empbetio ; with thousand at command, tbejr
had no mojority to give.

The great moral of this crisis which is just past
is, that there is a pe iple in Ohio altogether equal
to their own form of self government; they re-
quite their representatives to obey tbe restraint
of reason and justice. The time is quite recent
wncn tnese negan to no violated in publio places,
but the people and Legislature of Ohio have now
"V!ed it tl"1t f 8l,rtl! 1)8 no ,onKer oIerltet

. deliberative bodies : and t ie United
8totM wi1 gl)on t0 7h.PWprort of Con- -
gross, if they expel every man who bn violated
dis oath ana duty by Iraud.

When force and fraud are forever banished from
all our deliberative assemblies, the great confeder-
ation and the ereater cause of liberty will, have

.secured the only condition of existence. Lhen.
and then alone, justice with her even aoal, will
decide which wuy incline the weight .of reason
and argument in the adjustment of contention

in the establishment of the true, the 'right, tbe
free. ....,.. , . . -


